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Success Stories
Invest Stockholm – helping international companies
establish and expand in the Stockholm region
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W EWORK

Weworks mission is to help people
live happier, healthier lives
WeWork is a high-profile US-based company. It is a leading provider of
co-location offices, corporate collaboration, innovation labs and internationalisation services to scale-ups. Their competitive advantage is access to a quarter
of a million members in 22 countries and their mission is to help people live
happier, healthier lives.

Wybo Wijnbergen is General Manager
for WeWork Northern Europe
“Invest Stockhom provided WeWork with information on
the current footprint in Stockholm of shared office space,
rents and other comparables. They helped to build a
business case for establishing a presence in Sweden
and organised site visits and meetings with the business
community and local authorities.”

What kind of operation have you
set up in the Stockholm region?
“In June 2019, WeWork opened its first flexible office
space in Stockholm. Today, WeWork Urban Escape
provides over 2,000 workspaces for entrepreneurs and
companies in Stockholm to work and connect with a
global community.”

Why Stockholm?
“Stockholm was a natural first choice for WeWork to
expand in the Nordics. It is home to one of the leading
tech scenes in the world and has an incredible innovation power and pioneering spirit. We felt very welcome
from the very first day and get great feedback from our
members on the spaces and communities we launched in
Regeringsgatan and Malmskillnadsgatan.”

How did Invest Stockholm help?
“Invest Stockholm provided lots of valuable information
on how to set up business in Stockholm, connected us to
key stakeholders across industries and helped organise a
large opening event including a ribbon cutting ceremony
with Mayor Anna König Jerlmyr in September 2019. We
are very grateful for the warm welcome they extended
to us in Sweden and look forward to continuing working
closely together!”
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VALNEVA

Global biotech company which
develops and commercialises vaccines
Valneva is a global biotech company which develops and commercialises
vaccines. It has two own vaccines for travellers on the market and many others
in development including a clinical-stage vaccine program for the prevention
of the lyme disease and another one for the prevention of the chikungunya
disease.
Valneva continually invests in the modernisation of its facilities at Solna near
Stockholm to secure manufacturing capacity. It has recently invested in an
expansion of its factory to support its collaboration agreement with the Austrian
biotech company Hookipa Biotech GmbH to scale up drug substance production
of promising cancer vaccines going into clinical phase. Furthermore, in 2019
Valneva decided to invest in a new formulation and filling line for the commercial
manufacturing of its own proprietary travel vaccine in Solna.

Janet Hoogstraate is Chair of the
Management Board at Valneva Sweden
“Invest Stockholm and Business Sweden have helped
us over the past 18 months to build up a business
case for the expansion of our manufacturing facilities.
They worked alongside us to get the best out of our
operations and explore and support expansion possibilities.”

What kind of operation have you set
up in the Stockholm region?

How does Stockholm compare to your
other options?

“Valneva’s manufacturing site at Solna has a long tradition of vaccine manufacturing connected to Sweden’s
earlier state-owned vaccine institute. The extended
facility will provide analytical services, develop process
scale-up and produce clinical trial material, supporting
the development of new immunotherapies. The upcoming
investment in a new formulation and filling line for
commercial manufacturing will ensure our supply of
finished product.”

For the manufacturing of our commercial products and
for research purposes, such as carrying out clinical
trials, Stockholm and surrounding areas is a great place
to be. It has a large number of companies that work
on the manufacturing of both chemical and biological
medicines. The competence in the universities combined
with the excellent business environment creates opportunities for people to work, learn and move around within
the industry, promoting best practice in pharmaceutical
manufacturing.
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VALNEVA

Sweden is one of the leading places in the world for
production facilities. In chemical production there are
opportunities across the globe, but for biologics and
especially vaccines, the options are limited. There is
a perception that Sweden is expensive, but there are
examples of companies moving production to India or
China and then moving it back again because overall
in terms of cost, efficiency and quality, Sweden is really
at the top.

How did Invest Stockholm help?
“Invest Stockholm helped to build a business plan,
providing detailed analysis of business taxes, the legal
system, financing, union requirements, access to knowledge and experienced employees, and how energy
costs compare between countries. Some of this information was readily available, but they were also quite
flexible in finding more information very quickly and
presenting it to us as required”

Do you have any further plans
to expand?
“Our vision is to help combat vaccine-preventable
diseases. Sweden has exceptional talent in biotech
production and automation as well as advanced infrastructure; the skills and mindset of our employees are
crucial for success. This means that we can successfully
scale up operations here.
The second phase of the planned investment includes
the installation of a new aseptic filling facility which
will enable Valneva to secure production and supply of
DUKORAL® (the world’s first drinkable cholera vaccine)
which has been produced in Sweden for more than two
decades.”
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ROVER ALC I S A

Railway contracts, maritime works
and the development of property
Rover Alcisa is a Spanish construction group involved in railway contracts,
maritime works and the development of property and tourism complexes. It was
awarded a contract by Trafikverket and quickly decided to set up a company in
Stockholm.
The company has subsequently won harbour contracts in Trelleborg and Gävle,
where they now have project offices.

Antonio Daban is the CEO of Rover Alcisa
in Sweden
“When you establish a branch in a new country you need
help to start the company and Invest Stockholm could
answer questions related to taxes, bank contacts, specialist
legal advisors, salaries, pay roll, recruitment and access to
clients and different agencies. They can generally answer
right away and if they cannot answer your questions they
always find a company that can help you.”

What kind of operation have you
set up in the Stockholm region?
“Rover Group is a diversified construction group and we
have established a branch in Sweden focusing on our
two main specialities, rail and maritime works.
We seek to consolidate our position in the most developed and stable markets. Sweden is a perfect choice
with big investments being made in new infrastructure
from municipalities, Trafikverket and Hamnar.”

How does Stockholm compare
to your other options?
“Stockholm is much bigger compared with other cities
and there are many companies that can help you, but it’s
always good to have an organisation like Invest Stockholm to guide you to find the right partner.”

How did Invest Stockholm help?
“Invest Stockholm provided a meeting schedule for us to
meet with law firms, auditing firms and payroll services
and assisted with drawing up contacts. In addition, they
have access to other municipalities so they help us in
other parts of Sweden, where we have ongoing projects.”

Do you have any plans to expand?
“We want to introduce our railway expertise in Sweden
and continue to make investments both in terms of
personnel and machinery.”
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S PRINT BIO S C I ENC E

Developing innovative drugs
to fight cancer
Sprint Bioscience is a Swedish pharmaceutical company focussed on develop
ing innovative drugs to fight cancer. New projects are based on published
research generated anywhere in the world and drug candidates are developed
in their own laboratories.
Drugs are then out-licensed in the preclinical phase to the global pharmaceutical
industry. The company strives to collaborate with the very best skills and talents
from around the world.

Anne-Marie Wenthzel is Chief Brand Officer
of Sprint Bioscience in Stockholm
“We are one of the most expansive companies in the
region and active participants in the debate about the
future of the industry in Sweden and, more locally,
in Stockholm. Invest Stockholm raises issues that we
think are important for the industry in different forums,
through channels we do not have access to on our
own.”

How have you worked together
with Invest Stockholm?
“Invest Stockholm function as a bridge between the
global pharma industry and the life science sector in
Stockholm. Though we have a good network, they are
sometimes contacted by companies with which we have
not had any previous connection and they can make
introductions. Through them we have made contact with
potential customers – contacts that we probably would
not have got on our own.

Also, their work includes helping the sector by establishing the best business climate possible, ensuring a
healthy life science industry in Stockholm. In order to do
that, they need to get input from the companies and we
have shared what we believe the industry needs to be
viable. A good business climate for the life science sector
is something from which we can all benefit.”

The Future
“We will continue to work with Invest Stockholm. We
have had good communication so far and we are pretty
much in agreement on what is needed for the industry.”
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Interested in knowing more or exploring
this region further, get in touch!

Anna Gissler

Erik Krüger

CEO
Phone: +46 (0)8-508 280 51
Mobile: +46 (0)70-472 80 51
E-mail: anna.gissler@stockholm.se

Head of Investments and Establishments
Phone: +46 (0)8-508 280 87
Mobile: +46 (0)70-472 80 87
E-mail: erik.kruger@stockholm.se

Invest Stockholm
Invest Stockholm is the official investment promotion agency
of Stockholm, owned by the city of Stockholm. The Stockholm
region covers 56 municipalities and attracts more than
50% of the total foreign direct investments into Sweden.
Our team will provide tailor-made information and advice
for companies wanting to establish a new business in the
region, as well as for companies wanting to expand
an existing business. For investors we assist you to identify
relevant investment opportunities within the region.

Contact us

Follow @investstockholm on social media
invest@stockholm.se
investstockholm.com

Invest Stockholm Business Region AB

P.O. Box 16282
SE-103 25 Stockholm, Sweden
Phone + 46 8 508 280 00
invest@stockholm.se
investstockholm.com

